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President - Stefan Krompier
Vice President - Scott Stark

Secretary - Rosemarie Tavitian
Treasurer - Barbara Gregorio

Chief Information Officer - Richard D. Erben

AFA EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
 

Richard Beck 
Ken Bellafiore
Chris Enright

Bob Femminella
Paul Guadagnino
Garry Ouellette 

Ethel Weeks

AFA DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVES:
 
Accounting and Business Administration........Caroline Falconetti 
Administrative Business Technology...............M. Debra DeSanto
Africana Studies...................................................................Vacant
Allied Health Sciences..................................................Alan Hecht                       
Art.......................................................................Paul Guadagnino
Biology............................................................Robert Femminella 
Chemistry..................................................................Chris Enright
Communications..........................................................Vacant
Criminal Justice..........................................................Paul Schmidt
Economics and Finance...............................................Ethel Weeks
Engineering/Physics/Technology..............................Richard Beck
English....................................................................Henry Sikorski
Foreign Languages................................................Ute Hellenbruck
Health/Physical Eduction & Recreation........................Ed Mack

History/Political Science/Geography...................Michael Zartler
Hospitality and Business........................................Thomas Field
Legal Studies..........................................................Joyce Birdoff
Library...........................................................,Kenneth Bellafiore
Marketing/Retailing/Fashion Buying/Merchandising/Fashion 
Design/Interior Design...............................................Tom Sands
Math/Computer Science & Information Technology.................. ...
...........................................................................Carmine Desanto
Mortuary Science..............................................................Vacant
Music....................................................................Garry Ouellette 
Nursing..................................................Mary Ann Hellmer-Saul 
Philosophy............................................................Philip Pecorino 
Physical Sciences....................................................Michael Zito
Psychology..............................................................Brent Nelson
Sociology/Anthropology and Social Work.........Ruth Silverman
Student Personnel Services - Instructors..........Darren Petronella
Student Personnel Services - Interpreters..........Judith Rackovich
Student Services..................................................Diana Cannone
Theatre & Dance.................................................Charles Albano
Unattached Technical Assistants...........................William Lyons

AFA COMMITTEES:

Constitution/Bylaws.................................Chair: Arthur Friedman
	 Members: Gerald Scharfman, Philip Pecorino 
Elections/Qualifications.................................Chair: Rose Tavitian
	 Members: Chris Enright, Rashied K. Sharrieff-Al-
	 Bey, Philip Pecorino
Grievance...................................................Chair: Garry Ouellette
Political Action....Co-Chairs: Garry Ouellette/Gerald Scharfman
Health & Safety...........................................Chair: Ken Bellafiore
	 Members: Carl Vinas, Chris Enright, Gail Sobel, 
	 Mary Ann Hellmer-Saul, Mary Bagnasco, Robert 
Femminella, Susan Mitchell 
Scholarship and Grants...................................Chair: Milton Perez
	 Members:  Bonnie Fachler, Jan R. Figueira, Jim Hoyt
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Administrative Assistant - Felicia Blackman 

Vanguard Editor - Paul Guadagnino
Vanguard Preproduction - Grace Schneider
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	      I am proud to announce that once again we will partner with the 
NCCFT to raise funds to support “The N-E-S-T” via a comedy fundrais-
er at Governor’s Comedy Club in Levittown on April 21st. Tickets sell 
for $20 each and 100 % of the monies collected will go to the N-E-S-T. 
The N-E-S-T (Nassau: Empowerment and Support for Tomorrow) is a 
free choice food pantry that is committed to fostering health and well-
being by providing nourishment and other vital supports to all members 
of our campus community. Their goal is to alleviate the presence of 

hunger and food insecurity in the lives of our students, employees, and their families. In their 
effort to fight against hunger, they gather and store basic necessities and distribute them with a 
compassionate hand. They respect the vulnerability and dignity of each person they serve. 

	         Governor’s is both a comedy club and a restaurant. Food and drink* are available before 
and during the show. Attendees must be 18 years old. Raffle baskets will be on display when 
doors open at 6:30PM. The show starts at 8PM. Attendees should arrive by 7:30PM. Tickets sell 
for $20 each and 100 % of the monies collected will go to the N-E-S-T. 

To purchase tickets (you/your guests who plan to attend) - email your Department Representa-
tive with the following information: Your Name, number of tickets you wish to purchase, and 
your email address.  

To make a donation - email your Department Representative with the following information, 
your name, the amount of the donation, and your email address. 
   
* There is a two-drink minimum per person (nonalcoholic for attendees between 18 and 
21 years of age).

Department Representatives and Email Addresses                        
Accounting/Business Admin 
Caroline Falconetti  -  caroline.falconetti@ncc.edu   

From the President’s Desk

...continued on page 3



 Vanguard

Vanguard | March 2022 Volume 51 | Issue 3 |  Page 3 www.myafaonline.org AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Adjunct
Faculty
Association

Administrative Business Technology 
Debbie Desanto  -  mdebrad@gmail.com

Africana Studies 
Vacant - S. Stark  -  scottstark27@gmail.com

Allied Health Sciences 
Alan Hecht  -  alan.hecht@ncc.edu

Art 
Paul Guadagnino  -  paul.guadagnino@gmail.com

Biology 
Robert Femminella  -  professorrnf@optonline.net

Chemistry 
Chris Enright  -  chris.enright@ncc.edu

Communications 
Vacant - S. Stark  -  scottstark27@gmail.com

Counselors 
Diana Cannone  -  diana.cannone@ncc.edu

Criminal Justice 
Paul Schmidt  -  paul.schmidt@ncc.edu

CSD 
Judith Rackovich  -  judith.rackovich@ncc.edu

Economics & Finance 
Ethel Weeks  -  ethel.weeks@ncc.edu

Engineering/Physics/Technology 
Richard Beck  -  richard.beck@ncc.edu

From the President’s Desk
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English 
Henry Sikorski  -  henry.sikorski@ncc.edu

Foreign Languages 
Ute Hellebuyck  -  ute.hellebuyck@ncc.edu

History/Political Science/Geography 
Mike Zartler  -  michael.zartler@ncc.edu

Hospitality and Business 
Thomas Field  -  thomas.field@ncc.edu 

HPER  
Ed Mack  -  edward.mack@ncc.edu 

Legal Studies/Paralegal Studies 
Joyce Birdoff  -  joyce.birdoff@ncc.edu

Library 
Kenneth Bellafiore  -  kenneth.bellafiore@ncc.edu

MKT/RET/FBM/FSD/INT 
Tom Sands  -  thomas.sands@ncc.edu

Math, Computer Sci. & Info. Tech 
Carmine Desanto  -  carmine.desanto@ncc.edu

Mortuary Science 
Vacant - S. Stark  -  scottstark27@gmail.com     

Music 
Garry Ouellette  -  Garry.Ouellette@ncc.edu

Nursing 
Mary Ann Hellmer-Saul  -  maryann.saul@aol.com
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Philosophy 
Philip Pecorino  -  ppecorino@qcc.cuny.edu

Physical Sciences 
Michael Zito  -  michael.zito@ncc.edu

Psychology 
Brent Nelson  -  brent.nelson@ncc.edu

Sociology/Anthropology/Social Work 
Ruth Silverman  -  ruth.silverman@ncc.edu

SPS 
Darren Petronella  -  darren.petronella@ncc.edu

Unattached AA/TA 
William Lyons  -  william.lyons@ncc.edu

Theatre & Dance 
Charles Albano  -  charles.albano@ncc.edu 

Stefan Krompier 
President 
Adjunct Faculty Association

From the President’s Desk

...continued from page 4
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The Inside Scoop
	 March 11, 2022; the two-year anniversary of a day that left an 
indelible mark on most of us. For it was on that day, two years ear-
lier, that the world would begin to retreat from a faceless enemy, CO-
VID-19. Most of us have a vivid recollection of where we were on that 
day and the events and sequence of such that unfolded. I recall getting 
a text from my son who informed me that St. John’s University con-
tacted everyone on campus informing them that they needed to leave 
campus as quickly as possible. Shortly after that text, I received a text 
from NCC’s president’s office stating that I needed to immediately report to the 10th floor 
for an emergency meeting. I recall the text stating, that no matter what I was doing, I needed 
to report there immediately. Upon arriving there, I recall seeing administrators and elected 
faculty leaders seated around a very large conference table. We were there to strategize 
on how we, as an institution, would proceed. I recall there being a very nervous energy in 
the room. This nervous energy undoubtedly was borne from the realization we were fac-
ing something that none of us had ever faced before. The decision was that an announce-
ment would follow shortly after the meeting that we would be closing the college for the 
day and for everyone to continue to check their email for updates. I returned to my de-
partment, the library, after the meeting and awaited the announcement to be delivered. 
March 11, 2020, was a Wednesday. I remember speaking to colleagues in my department 
and many of us were under the notion that we would be returning to the college on the fol-
lowing Monday. Little did anyone know that this would become a situation that has lasted 
for more than two years. To the credit of all college employees, we had to make major ad-
justments to continue to educate and provide support services to our students. Likewise, 
many other employees were called upon to remotely assist those who were directly serving 
our students. A complete transition to remote operations began with a couple of weeks. 

	 Fast forward, to two years later, we have all heard about the long-haul effects of having 

...continued on page 7



Please notify us if you have changed your address in 
the past five years. Send your new address 
to: afa@ncc.edu  Thank you!

NEW ADDRESS
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...continued from page 6

The Inside Scoop
COVID-19. These are the lingering physical effects that are associated 
with the disease long after one has recovered from it. However, there 
is another disturbing long-haul effect that is even more widespread… 
the philosophical effect. Unfortunately, this disease has divided us as 
a nation. Masks and vaccines have become a political football. It is my 
hope that we will return to the place we normally find ourselves as a na-
tion when confronted with a crisis, a united nation. Let us all recall the 
days following 9/11; we stood united. We were Americans regardless of party, race, creed, 
ideology or nationality. We stood as one and drew comfort in knowing that we were all in it 
together. My hope is that we can somehow find our way back to the philosophy of unity and 
not of division.

Richard D. Erben                                                                              
Chief Information Officer 
Adjunct Faculty Association

mailto:afa%40ncc.edu?subject=New%20Address


AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Adjunct
Faculty
Association

 Vanguard

Vanguard | March 2022 Volume 51 | Issue 3 |  Page 8 www.myafaonline.org 

	 In 2018, for the first time, Stefan Krompier 
brought to Nassau Community College the SUNY 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Adjunct Teach-
ing. In 2018-2019, there were eight awardees. In 
2019-2020, there were six; and in 2020-2021, there 
were two. I have begun spotlighting the winners. In 
this issue, I bring you Albert Grazia, Ph.D. of the Al-
lied Health and Services Department.

	 Dr. Grazia received his Ph.D. in Biomedical 
Health Sciences from Rutgers University. He has a 
Master of Science Degree in Clinical Nutrition from 
the University of Bridgeport. Dr. Grazia’s passion for 
teaching began 20 years ago when he began teach-
ing nutrition to nursing students, both undergraduate 

By Ruth Silverman

Adjunct Spotlight
Albert Grazia

and graduate, at New York College of Health Profes-
sions.  After starting as an adjunct, he became a full-
time professor and was later appointed the Dean of 
the School of Massage Therapy. Dr. Grazia has also 
taught adjunct courses at several area colleges and 
universities. He has taught nutrition and biology in 
the nursing programs at Adelphi University and Mol-
loy College. After accepting a position to teach anat-
omy and physiology at Nassau Community College, 
he realized that this was the institution where he could 
especially make a difference and help students suc-
ceed. He plans to continue teaching evening classes at 
Nassau indefinitely.

	 Dr. Grazia is very student-oriented. He be-
lieves that understanding the material is preferable to 
memorization. He incorporates audio and video mate-
rial into his courses including music with songs such 
as “Listen to Your Heart” and other song parodies re-
lated to anatomy to create a low-stress learning envi-
ronment that is more conducive to learning. Teaching 
is all about the students and on the final day of the se-
mester, students exit the classroom with the music of 
Journey’s classic song “Don’t Stop Believin” playing 
in the background. Nevertheless, his courses are not 
easy. He challenges his students and his exams have 
a high degree of difficulty. His students consistently 
receive high grades in his courses.

	 In addition to his teaching, Dr. Grazia was 
recruited by the Associate Provost at the University 
of Bridgeport to develop an online Doctor of Health 
Sciences Program at the University of Bridgeport. 

...continued on page 9
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Adjunct Spotlight

	 Dr. Grazia went into the sciences because he 
was interested in nutrition and natural healing. He 
practices natural healing, specializing in cancer and 
other serious illnesses.  He has helped many people 
undergoing chemotherapy to minimize its effects with 
an integrative approach, through nutrition.

	 Each profile of a SUNY Chancellor’s Award-
ee for Excellence in Adjunct Teaching is a strong re-
minder of the high quality of the adjunct faculty here 
at Nassau and other institutions of higher education.

 

Albert Grazia
He designed the entire program and got the program 
approved and licensed by the Connecticut Office of 
Higher Education. He is presently the Director of the 
Doctor of Health Sciences (DHSc) Program. Dr. Gra-
zia’s DHSc program provides the opportunity to earn 
a doctorate degree online and to also generate more 
professors with improved higher education pedagogy. 
There are three areas of concentration: Education, 
Clinician, and Nutrition. The program is now entering 
its sixth year and accepts students during the spring, 
summer, and fall terms. For further information about 
the DHSc. and to apply online, please visit the web-
page:
https://www.bridgeport.edu/academics/programs/
health-sciences-dhsc/
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