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President - Stefan Krompier
Vice President - Scott Stark

Secretary - Rosemarie Tavitian
Treasurer - Barbara Gregorio

Chief Information Officer - Richard D. Erben

AFA EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
 

Richard Beck 
Ken Bellafiore
Chris Enright

Bob Femminella
Paul Guadagnino
Garry Ouellette 

Ethel Weeks

AFA DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVES:
 
Accounting and Business Administration...................Joseph Gray 
Administrative Business Technology...............M. Debra DeSanto
Africana Studies...................................................................Vacant
Allied Health Sciences..................................................Alan Hecht                       
Art.......................................................................Paul Guadagnino
Biology............................................................Robert Femminella 
Chemistry..................................................................Chris Enright
Communications........................................................Jack Demasi
Criminal Justice...................................................................Vacant
Critical Reading and Academic Advancement..............Carl Vinas
Economics and Finance...............................................Ethel Weeks
Engineering/Physics/Technology..............................Richard Beck
English....................................................................Henry Sikorski
Foreign Languages...........................................Cathy Schwarzman

Health/Physical Eduction & Recreation........................Ed Mack
History/Political Science/Geography........................Paula Carlo
Hospitality and Business........................................Thomas Field
Legal Studies..........................................................Joyce Birdoff
Library...........................................................Kenneth Bellafiore
Marketing/Retailing/Fashion Buying/Merchandising/Fashion 
Design/Interior Design...............................................Tom Sands
Math/Computer Science & Information Technology.................. ....
..........................................................................Carmine Desanto
Mortuary Science..............................................................Vacant
Music...................................................................Garry Ouellette 
Nursing..................................................Mary Ann Hellmer-Saul 
Philosophy...........................................................Philip Pecorino 
Physical Sciences....................................................Michael Zito
Psychology..............................................................Brent Nelson
Sociology/Anthropology and Social Work.........Ruth Silverman
Student Personnel Services - Instructors..........Darren Petronella
Student Personnel Services - Interpreters..........Judith Rackovich
Student Services..................................................Diana Cannone
Theatre & Dance.................................................Charles Albano
Unattached Technical Assistants...........................William Lyons

AFA COMMITTEES:

Constitution/Bylaws.................................Chair: Arthur Friedman
 Members: Gerald Scharfman, Philip Pecorino 
Elections/Qualifications.................................Chair: Rose Tavitian
 Members: Chris Enright, Rashied K. Sharrieff-Al-
 Bey, Philip Pecorino
Grievance...................................................Chair: Garry Ouellette
Political Action....Co-Chairs: Garry Ouellette/Gerald Scharfman
Health & Safety...........................................Chair: Ken Bellafiore
 Members: Carl Vinas, Chris Enright, Gail Sobel, 
 Mary Ann Hellmer-Saul, Mary Bagnasco, Robert 
Femminella, Susan Mitchell 
Scholarship and Grants...................................Chair: Milton Perez
 Members:  Bonnie Fachler, Jan R. Figueira, Jim Hoyt
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Administrative Assistant - Felicia Blackman 

Vanguard Editor - Paul Guadagnino
Vanguard Preproduction - Grace Schneider



    I have no idea as to why, but on a number of occasions over the past 
week, as I struggled with what I would write for this column, the words 
“You Are There” kept popping into my head. “You Are There” is the title 
of a very old TV program – circa 1950 – that was hosted by the sainted/
trusted CBS News Anchor Walter Cronkite. The program reenacted/drama-
tized important events in history in a way that made them real. 

There is no need for such a program when it comes to Nassau Community 
College’s recent history. We were there over the past six years and earlier. We lived the reality 
then and continue to live it now. There is no need to dramatize what we have experienced. All of 
it was real then and is very real now. 

• Too many students who could have, would have, and might have come to our great col- 
   lege of opportunity have not found their way here or have left disappointed.

• The number of courses available for adjuncts to teach has shrunk appreciably and has  
   sidelined too many of us.

• The ranks of our full-time colleagues have and will continue to drop appreciably. 

• Living with the COVID19 virus as we return to a face-to-face campus – F2F Fall 2021     
   courses are about 35% of the total course offerings – is stressing us out big time.

• All of us internalize with great angst the plight of our students who struggle with our  
    best attempts to educate them via the remote teaching/learning model.

• Our attempts to work collegially with the college to bring new students to us and to re- 
   tain students for the most part has fallen on deaf ears.

• The number of Deans serving us and our students has gone from five to two.
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Stefan Krompier 
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Adjunct Faculty Association
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From the President’s Desk

• The Dolan Report has yet to be distributed to the college community. *

• Some BoT members label college faculty who point out the problems that have plagued  
   the college as rabble rousers.

• NCC is going broke: 

Operations Loss Predicted for the next four years

                                                                         2021               2022               2023                2024              2025
Projected Total Operating Revenue ** 178,487,164   176,382,247   175,255,195   179,761,929   184,131,162
Projected Total Operating Expenses      189,742,743   193,614,259   198,625,340   204,609,302   210,903,743 
Projected Operations (Loss) Gain          (11,255,579)   (17,232,012)  (23,370,145)  (24,847,373)  (26,772,581) 
*PROJECTED OPERATING REVENUE & OPERATING EXPENSES PRESENTED BY THE COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION TO THE NASSAU COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEETING ON FEBRUARY 9, 2021. 

      My October 2020 Vanguard column led with the headline “NCC’s Survival Is At Stake: The 
Buck Stops On The Desks of The College President and the Members of NCC’s Board of Trust-
ees.“  We were there a year ago and you/we are there now. Where will we be in a year?                                                                              
* In the March 2021 edition of the Vanguard I wrote – “We do look forward to the timely release of the whole report by President Wil-
liams to the college community along with a commitment and a plan to better serve and attract more high school students to NCC while 
building a strong working relationship with the Nassau County School District Superintendents, and Directors of Guidance and Guid-
ance Counselors.”  

** Projection assumes that there is no decrease in enrollment for 2021. Enrollment is down 8.1% for the Fall Semester 2021.

...continued from page 2
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  It would be a great understatement to say that the past year and 
a half has been a challenge. It is my hope that you and your loved ones 
have been able to navigate this difficult time with as minimal conse-
quence as possible. One of the lesser consequences of the pandemic is 
found in the inability to connect on a person-to-person basis. Through-
out the pandemic, the AFA leadership team has been in contact with ad-
juncts who required assistance via emails and telephone calls. We have 
been able to address their concerns using the same communication modalities. 

 As institutions across the industry spectrum have had to revert/rely more heavily on 
an online presence, this is a good time to review what our website has been offering since 
2015 and the enhancements that have been made over the past year. Our website, located 
at http://myafaonline.org is a great resource center for our members. I invite you to peruse 
the website as it has far more resources than the space of this column can accommodate list-
ing. I will summarize some of the main features. First, we have the AFA Documents section 
where one can find our Collective Bargaining Agreement, wage tables, Constitution/Bylaws, 
Adjunct Handbook, leave cash out formula and more. Additionally, we have the AFA Mem-
bers’ Benefits page where you can find benefits exclusive to our members including group 
rate: dental insurance programs, vision plans, prescription plans, life insurance and more. 
Moreover, we display the current Vanguard and have every issue of the Vanguard dating 
back to February 2015 on the Vanguard archives page. 

 The website is also home to all of the AFA’s meeting minutes dating back to January 
2015. One new addition to the website is our Adjunct Spotlight page. This page lists all of 
our adjuncts who have been highlighted in the Vanguard through the years. Simply click on 
the adjunct’s name, listed alphabetically, and it will take you to the issue in which they ap-
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Please notify us if you have changed your address in 
the past five years. Send your new address 
to: afa@ncc.edu  Thank you!
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peared. 

 Finally, realizing that the pandemic has had a very negative effect 
on employment, we have created our job posting page. On this page, 
you will find links directly to the job postings page of Hofstra, Adelphi, 
St. Johns, LIU, Molloy and NYIT. As these colleges/universities update 
their postings, they are automatically updated through our links. In ad-
dition to these listings, you will also find position openings at various school districts in 
Nassau County. Many of the resources on our website are strictly for the sole benefit of our 
members and thus are password protected. We have sent the password to our members on 
a couple of occasions and most recently on August 23, 2021. If you need assistance with the 
password, please email me at admin@myafaonline.org.  

 I wish for you good health in the days ahead. I look forward to the time that we can 
all come together again.
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NEW ADDRESS

Richard D. Erben                                                                              
Chief Information Officer 
Adjunct Faculty Association

mailto:afa%40ncc.edu?subject=New%20Address
mailto:admin%40myafaonline.org?subject=AFA%20Password%20Help
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 If you are a member of the Driscoll family, 
then Nassau Community College is in your blood. 
Supreme Court Judge Timothy Driscoll has been 
teaching in the Legal Studies Department at Nassau 
Community College for 11 years, teaching everything 
from Business Law 1 to Litigation. However, before 
launching a teaching career at Nassau, he was preced-
ed at the College by his grandmother and father. At 
age 59, his grandmother enrolled at Nassau in 1981 
and graduated magna cum laude in 1984. His father 
enrolled at Nassau in 2002 after retiring as an engi-
neer and received a degree in music engineering.  He 
is the third generation in his family making his mark 
at Nassau and to be recognized.

By Ruth Silverman

Adjunct Spotlight
Tim Driscoll

 Judge Driscoll holds a unique position among 
adjunct faculty. In 2019, he was nominated anony-
mously for the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Ex-
cellence in Adjunct Teaching. That was the first year 
that the award was given at NCC.  He was among the 
first group of eight recipients to receive the award. In 
order to be selected, he had to provide letters of rec-
ommendation from the Chairperson of his department 
and from students. He also had to provide examples 
of his teaching and his exams. For Judge Driscoll, ex-
ams are not just a way of evaluating student’s progress 
and knowledge.  Rather, they are part of a dynamic 
learning experience. Students often experience anxi-
ety around taking exams. Judge Driscoll grades his 
exams in “real time” while the students are present, 
and permits them to review where they went wrong 
and correct the errors for partial credit.  He also works 
with students who have test anxiety by giving them 
an oral test. It is not difficult to see why his students 
would support his selection for the teaching award.
 Judge Driscoll finds teaching at Nassau to be 
a privilege because of its diversity. He has students 
ranging in age from 18 to 70. Teaching students with 
such a diverse age range is both a challenge and a 
delight. He also enjoys having students from different 
ethnic and social backgrounds in his classes, as it re-
minds him of his paternal grandparents and maternal 
great-grandmother who were all immigrants to this 
country.   As Judge Driscoll recognizes, Nassau is the 
affordable gateway toward a new future for many first 
generation students on Long Island. These students 
are not only fortunate to have the College but also to 
have professors like Judge Driscoll.  


	admin@myafaonline.org.

